Green Border NATURE Trail
On the Hungarian side, follow the orange and green horizontal blazes (at the moment these two blazes co-exist marking the same route, but we plan to eventually repaint the orange signs to green), and the green horizontal blazes on the Slovakian side.
Distance and Duration: 9 km, 4-5 hours
1. Meadow creatures
Various wonderful animals live in the meadow. If you listen carefully you can hear crickets chirping, bugs buzzing and birds singing among the shrubs. Sitting in the grass you can admire the richly colourful flowers and butterflies. How well do you know these creatures? You can put yourself to the test by rotating the cubes into the correct positions. On the top of the cubes, look for pictures of what the different animals eat; then pictures of what their skin or outer covering looks like; and lastly, find what they look like during their first stage of development. If you have been clever, you will be rewarded with a meaningful word.
2. Butterfly pastures
The light-winged butterflies are the gems of meadows and other grasslands. Tiny colourful chitin scales cover their wings like roof tiles, forming distinct patterns. The spectacular iridescent quality of emperor butterflies is due to the unique structure of their chitin scales.
The strong mouth of a caterpillar is replaced by a proboscis in adult butterflies. The proboscis consists of two tubes held together by hooks which are separable for cleaning or coiled up in a resting position. This organ is only suitable for sucking liquids, and indeed, butterflies are attracted by any strong smelling liquid be it flower nectar or fresh dung. One to three new generations may be born annually, and they survive winter in different stages of their lifecycle.
At a certain phase of their development, some species become the “guests” of ants. The caterpillars are carried inside the mound by worker ants. The ant colony then feeds on the sweet liquid produced by the caterpillar (or in case of other species, it is the caterpillar that feeds on ant larvae).
The painted-lady and the red admiral are migrating butterflies. They breed here, but they winter in the Mediterranean region. 

Fun Facts
The biggest butterfly species in Europe is the death's-head hawk moth. Its wingspan can be as wide as 12.5 cm.
3. The Tracker
To reach this point you have crossed meadows and forests. Hopefully you have noticed animal tracks of different types and sizes. Did you wonder what animal could have left them? A squirrel, a badger or a wildcat? Follow the footprints on the table in front of you to find out.
4. Who lives under the dead fallen leaves?
On average, trees shed 0.1-0.7 kg of leaves/m2 each autumn. This is a substantial quantity, but still, the leaves on the ground almost completely disappear by summer. Who are the cleaners at work? Larger creatures such as earthworms and woodlouse disintegrate and digest the leaves into smaller bits. These fragments are then broken down into even smaller parts by springtails and certain mites. The final job is done by fungi and bacteria. Thus, the decomposed leaves produce an essential substance for plants to grow on. 
The bodies of earthworms consist of many identical segments. Quite interestingly, all earthworms are “boys” and “girls” at the same time.
Woodlouse are land crustaceans about 1.5-2 cm long. They breathe with the help of the two small white organs on their belly.
False scorpions are common in the upper layer of the soil. Their size hardly reaches 0.03 cm. While their strong pincers make them look similar to real scorpions, they do not have a tail and a stinger.

Springtails are so small that they are hardly visible. The ones living above ground have a pair of tail-like appendages (furcula) enabling them to jump. Those springtails inhabiting lower soil layers lack these furcula.
Mites are the midgets of the community. Even the largest ones are comparable only to a pinpoint. The decaying, fallen leaves swarm with mites in the autumn.

5. What you should know about trees
A grass-like, few centimetre tall willow; an over 100-metre tall sequoia; an evergreen spruce with needle-like leaves and cones; a sessile oak – they have many differences, but they are all trees. The seeds of the spruce sit unenclosed in the cone; while being a flowering plant, the seeds of the sessile oak are protected by a shell, (forming acorns). 
Coniferous trees like spruces are only seemingly evergreen. They shed their leaves continuously, but not all at once. The exception is the larch, which sheds its leaves all at once in the autumn. Flowering trees usually have broad leaves, which turn spectacular colours before they are shed in the autumn. A layer of multiplying cells causes the trees to grow, leaving one growth ring each year. Therefore, you can tell the age of a tree by counting these rings.
If you look around, you can see many different kinds of trees. You can find hints inside the boxes to identify them. Collect some tree leaves and fruit and put them in the matching boxes.
Fun Facts
Spruces are the tallest trees in the Carpathian Basin, growing as tall as 50 metres or more. An English oak might live for 1000-1400 years. Scientists have found some 4900 year old Rocky Mountain Bristlecone Pines in the semi-deserts of California. The tree species with the largest leaf is a Raffia palm, whose leaves can be 25 metres long. That is the equivalent of an 8-storey building.
6. Cross-border communication
After EU accession, border check points between Slovakia and Hungary were closed on 21 December 2001. People (and animals!) can now freely cross state borders. While this was a great achievement, we must still consider nature conservation requirements.
The Aggtelek-Domica border was strictly guarded by armed forces for 62 years. However, these sentry boxes currently serve more peaceful purposes. You can learn the name of typical plants and animals both in Hungarian and English, and you can even “make a phone call” to the sentinel across the border to report what you have learnt.
7. Jump!
Some creatures can jump or leap to great heights compared to their body size. They largely owe this ability to their strong muscular legs. Click beetles, however, posses an unusual click mechanism that allows them to bounce into the air. 
Can you jump as far as….?
Can you jump as high as a flea, i.e. 30 cm? Most probably you can. But how many times your body size can you jump? 1.5 or 2 times? Although the flea jumps only 30 cm, that distance represents 75 times its tiny 0.2-0.4 cm body length!!! Were it man-sized, it could jump over a belfry.
A jumping spider ……….. can jump 10 cm, i.e. 20 times body size

A flea ……………............. can jump 30 cm, i.e. 75 times its body size

A grasshopper …………... can jump approximately 1 m, i.e. 20-40 times its body size

A hare ………………….....can jump approximately 1 m, i.e. 3 times its body size

A frog ……………………..can jump approximately 1.5 m, i.e. 15 times its body size

A wolf …………………… can jump approximately 3.6 m, i.e. 2.5-3 times of body size
8. Lime kiln
Limestone production used to be an important, year-round activity and income for the population of nearby villages, particularly Aggtelek and Kečovo. Several sites of former kilns can still be found along the Baradla and Kečovo Valleys. This trade was passed down from father to son. The quarried limestone lumps were carefully selected and an upside-down egg-cup shaped structure was built of them. The kiln was fuelled for 70-72 hours with the wood of the surrounding forests. Keeping the fire continuously stoked required the work of two or three people who stayed for nights in a small shelter built next to the kiln. After the kiln cooled, the porous burnt lime was loaded on horse-drawn carts to sell elsewhere.
9. The den
A fox den is quite often a passage in the ground previously used by badgers. If the system is extensive enough and has several entrances, the two species can in fact live in it together. Where no badgers live in the area, the fox digs its own den. The site is selected very carefully. It should be sunny but also hidden. The den represents the centre of the fox’s hunting territory, which can be as extensive as 5-50 km2, depending on the terrain and the density of prey and foxes. 
Small mammals make up the majority of its prey. It particular, foxes enjoy easy catches like voles. However, it also occasionally eats insects and fruit. Four to five cubs are born between mid-March and mid-April. The new-born cubs are dark grey, but when they first leave the den after 6 weeks their fur becomes reddish similar to their parents.

10. Medicinal herbs
“There is a remedy for all diseases.” (Paracelsus)

The healing qualities of many plants have been known in folk medicine for centuries. There are sure to be some such herbs around here, too:
Rosehip and European cornel: important sources of vitamin C that also boost the immune system.
Nettle: general tonic, purifies the blood, and has a diuretic effect; it is beneficial in cases of rheumatism, arthritis, skin diseases, thinning and falling hair, high blood-pressure and gastritis.
Yarrow: effective to cure intestinal complaints and bile, as well as gynaecological problems; helps digestion and heals wounds.
Common agrimony: an astringent (shrinking body tissues), and helps cure mouth and throat inflammations.
Common Hawthorn:  known as “the herb of the heart” for its beneficial effect on cardiac complaints.
Thyme: enhances the appetite, soothes coughs and spasms, and has an antiseptic effect. It is also a great spice.
Warning! Collecting herbs in national parks requires permit.
11. Footing
Are you tired? What about a foot massage? Take your shoes off and walk around a bit bare-footed. It is wonderful how the grass tickles or the sand caresses your skin, isn’t it? Can you feel the coarse surface of tree bark? And the stones are not that sharp, are they?

